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Fiqh Council Resolution 

 

The 2003 fatwa (edict) issued in Saudi Arabia by the Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) Council of the 

Muslim World League. This fatwa provides the religious framework for stem cell research in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

First:  It is permissible to obtain, grow and use stem cells for therapeutic or permissible scientific 

research purposes if obtained from a permissible source, including:  

 Adults, provided they give permission to do so and if no harm comes to them as a result 

 Children, if their parents give permission to do so for a permissible reason and if no harm 

comes to them as a result 

 The placenta or umbilical cord with the permission of the parents 

 Embryos or fetuses that have been miscarried of their own accord or aborted for therapeutic 

reasons allowed by the sharia and with the permission of the parents 

 Leftover fertilized embryos from in vitro fertilization that are donated by the parents. It must 

be remembered that these cannot be used for impermissible pregnancies 

Second: It is impermissible to obtain and use stem cells if taken from impermissible sources, which 

include:  

 Fetuses that are aborted willfully and without a medical reason permitted by sharia 

 Willful fertilization of a donated ovum and sperm 

 Therapeutic cloning" 

Translated from the Arabic by Nadia El-Awady 

Nadia El-Awady is a freelance journalist based in Cairo and the president of the Arab Science 

Journalists Association.  

 


