In the Name of God, most Gracious, most Merciful.
Peace and Mercy of God be Upon You.

Dear Respected Dr. Yusuf Al-Qaradawi,
We would like to know your position concerning the following questions:

1. What is the Islamic stance towards “the umbilical cord blood bank”, i.e. the collection of
stem cells taken from the umbilical cord blood immediately after a baby has been born
and after the umbilical cord has been cut and clamped, frozen and stored in purpose
built containers, to be used as a new potential for regenerative medicine in the

treatment of certain illnesses and conditions by allogeneic transplants or autologous
transplants.

2. Isitallowed to donate these cells to specialized banks, which store them and then use
them mainly in allogeneic transplantations?

3. Is it permitted for the bank to charge a certain amount for carrying out the process?

Below, is a brief summary about what are these cells, the collection and storage process, and
what they can be used for.

What are stem cells?
Stem cells are very early cells that can develop into almost all other types of cell and tissue.

What they do?
They can help the body to heal and regenerate itself after injury or illness.

How they work?
Stem cells help produce new, healthy cells to replace damaged tissue.

Where can they be found?

Stem cells are found throughout the body, but especially in bone marrow, in peripheral blood
(circulating blood) and in the umbilical cord.

The stem cells found in cord blood are particularly versatile, collected using a straightforward
technique and, because they are brand new, they are also at their most vital.

Umbilical cord blood stem cell transplants are less prone to rejection than either bone marrow

or peripheral blood stem cells. This is probably because the cells have not yet developed the
features that can be recognized and attacked by the recipient's immune system.
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Both the versatility and availability of umbilical cord blood stem cells makes them a potent
resource for transplant therapies.

What does “banking” mean?

Generally a private cord blood bank extracts these cells from the cord blood, collects, counts,
tests, freezes and stores them for future use.

Collection Procedure

This takes place after birth, as the umbilical cord will have been cut and clamped. The process
of collecting the umbilical cord blood stem cells uses a tube with a needle on one end and a bag
on the other. This procedure is simple and is completely painless and bares no harm to the chilc
or the mother.

Who is benefiting from the samples?
Samples can be used by:

1. Donor / Child (Autologous use)
2. Any family member or other person (Allogeneic / Heterologous use)

What illnesses can stem cell treat?
Stem cells derived from umbilical cord blood can be used for the treatment of the following
diseases:

Thalassemia, Leukemia, Diabetes, Bone Fractures, Strokes, Multiple Sclerosis, Alzheimer’s
Disease, Parkinson’s Disease, Fankoni’s Anemia, etc.

Note: It is very important to emphasize that the stem cells derived from umbilical cord blood
and its usage have nothing in common with the controversial process of cloning, which is
forbidden in Islam.

In anticipation for your response on this important matter.

May God reward you,

Best regards,
Sali Shahsivari
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